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Infant With a Big Future 


How T-V Can Both Rival, 
Stimulate Other Media 


By FRANK E. MULLEN 
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even the press 


executive, sees television as a tre- 
mendous new medium which will 
stimulate, rather than tend to re- 
place, the press as a medium of in- 
formation. 





HE QUILL has for some time agreed with Frank E. Mullen that television, 

like the automobile, is here to stay. Publication in recent issues of inter 

esting and authoritative articles on the new medium bear witness to this 
estimate of its importance. 

Frank Mullen’s views are provocative not only because he happens to be a 
leading radio executive who sees an even bigger future for television than 
many of its sponsors have permitted themselves to hope. Unlike some, he be 
lieves the new medium, far from becoming a dangerous rival to the press, will 
prove instead a stimulating one that can result in better newspapers. 

This is not the first ‘ime Frank Mullen has taken a long view of a new me 
dium of communication. He left his first newspaper job. a yeor out of college 
to become a radio editor. That was in 1923 when neither Frank nor his new 
employer. the weekly Stockman and Farmer, was too sure what a radio ediior 
was. But he developed the first radio program ever directed to farmers. Four 
years later this had become NBC’s famous National Farm and Home Hour. 

He not only pioneered in farm broadcasting but was one of the leaders in 
developing the commercial programming that made radio a great business as 
well as medium of entertainment and information. He organized NBC's depart 
ment of information and was a major factor in its public relations and adver 
tising. In 1940 he became NBC's vice-president and general manager. He is now 
president of the G. A. Richards stations--WJR. Detroit; WGAR. Cleveland. and 
KMPC, Los Angeles 

The son of a South Dakota judge. Frank went to Iowa State College to study 
forestry. His campus career was broken by overseas service with the 20th 
Engineers in World War I. The “engineer” returned to edit most of the publi 
cations on the Ames campus before being graduated in 1922 with a degree in 
agricultural journalism. He was a Sigma Delta Chi at lowa State. 
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HEAD NEW CHAPTER—Victor E. Bluedorn (left), executive director of Sigma Delta Chi, chats with the officers 
of the newly installed Alabama chapter of the fraternity. They are Robert Finney. secretary: Frank Lee, vice- 
president; Ben Davis, treasurer, and Robert Burnham, president. 


Alabama Becomes 
50th Chapter of SDX 
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From Bullets to Ballads 
Newspaper Poet Got 
His Start as a G-Man 


By TED BARRETT 





known as G men didn't ever 
carry 

Sut in June, 1933, thir picked up. It 
started in Kansas City 1en Pretty Boy 
Floyd, Adam Richetti and Verne Miller 
tried to take the de perado Frank Nash 
from federal offi . 

Machine gun bu s spat for the first 
time on public streets,” said Metcalfe 
When it was over an FBI man, three oth 
er law enforcement officers and Nash lay 
dead. The under-world had declared war 
on the government and tl \ 
accepted the 

Metcalfe i Ni 
trapped on guns and went to work 
the next two years he id participated 
in trading lead with John Dillinger Jab 
Face” Nelson, and the Karpis Barker mob 
Metcalfe is credited with breaking the 
telegraphic code used by Gaston B 
Means when he defrauded Mr: Evelyn 
Walsh McLean o1 f $100,000 in the Lind 
bergh kidnapping b} f 
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paper, but more often it 


Jim Metcalfe now writes his verse for the Chicago Sun-Times Syndicate in 
Dallas where he was promptly made official poet of the professional chap é 

ter of Sigma Delta Chi. War II the Ch 
A lawyer by education, Jim was a member of the Federal Bureau of Investiga 


tion long enough to help shoot it out with such characters as John Dillinger months after it was offered, 75 newspapers 


to raise cain when the 
ppear. By the end of World 
licago Times Syndicate de 
cided it had a good thing. In the first few 


t got into the 
T HIS is a piece about a G-man turned poet by a railroader turned city editor. dn 


erse did nota 


and “Baby Face” Nelson. He got his start as a writer of newspaper verse by took it as a daily 
investigating the German Bund for the Chicago Times, an assignment that put The syndicate and various newspapers 
him on a lot of front pages but not in rhyme. have reprinted collections of “Portraits,” 
Ted Barrett, Jim's biographer. says he prepared for his present job as di the title of his daily verse and more than 
rector of promotion and public relations for the Dallas Morning News by 20 million copies have been sold. Hal 
years as city editor. And he entered newspaper work in the first place by von House (Garden City Publishing 
getting fired from a railroad job because he spent too much time writing stories ‘Company of New York) is issuing a book 
for the employes’ magazine. lection called “Poem Portraits,” 
Ted had been mule skinner, section hand and railway rate clerk before 750 of these little verses 
becoming reporter. editor and promoter. He will have use for all his talents ! s always done most of his work 
next Fall when Sigma Delta Chi holds its 1949 convention in Dallas. For he has F r dark. He got most of his educatior 
just been elected president of the Dallas professional chapter (see cover of way. He made investigations for the 
this issue) and as such will be an official host at what he recently wrote will 2 that 
be a “whing-ding” of a convention. : 
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way and wrote his newspaper 
that way. The old habit is strong 
always writes “Portraits” after mid 


night when the kids are asleep 
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Make More SDX History 





Indiana's Chapters 
Hold State Meeting 


By CARL B. FOSTER 
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er of the Bloomfield (Ind.) Evening 
lieutenant governor of Indiana, ad 
Chis at Bloomington. At his left is 
tional president and head of the jo 





has considered—-but has never put 
into effect-—-regional organization 
and activity. Early this winter Indiana’s 
four undergraduate chapters went ahead 
with their own regional program and set 
a precedent for others to follow by hold 
ing a state meeting at Bloomington. 
The program ranged from a seminar on 
jobs to the annual co-ed football game 
sponsored by the Indiana University sureau 
chapter as a money raiser and a cam SMALL DAILIES 
pus goodwill gesture. Professional mem ' tor of the 
bers spoke to student journalists and , 
undergraduates discussed their chapter VEEKLIES—M 


vet AR. wall 

problems from morning until night. isher of the Elletsyv 
How and what Indiana Sigma Delta HOUSE ORGANS 
Chis did is told by Carl Foster. secre- " j ‘ 
tary of the host chapter. A South Pacific 
naval veteran. -torpedo boatman—Carl ; 
is an Ernie Pyle scholar in Indiana's TIRIIC PRE = - 
UBLIC RELATIONS. - Edgar 

journalism school and will be graduated Sass aibitnn al then 2. 00 Me 
this month. He has been editor of the ‘ . Bk toss 
Indiana Daily Student and of the Crimson — 
Bull, campus humor magazine sponsored 
by Sigma Delta Chi. Since serving in the 
two top editorial spots. he has kept busy 
as a photographer for both publications. 
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FUN BETWEEN DISCUSSIONS—Against a background of some of the 8,500 fans who saw two 
co-ed football teams play a “Powder Bowl” classic under Sigma Delta Chi auspices, Tony Zale, 
former middleweight champion, introduces Miss Bobby Bowden, elected queen in a contest spon- 
sored by the campus humor magazine (another Sigma Delt Chi promotion). Santa Claus and a 
helper got into the picture with gifts for the queen donated by Bloomington merchants. 


FOUR UNIVERSITIES REPRESENTED—Presidents of “1diana undergraduate 
chapters lead discussions at the first all-state meeting at which Indiana Univer- 
sity was host. From left: George Leamnson, Butler: James Tuttle, Purdue: Doan 
Helms Jr., Indiana, and William Mohr, DePauw. 
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ELECTED BY DRAKE CHAPTER—Four professional members were recently initiated by undergraduate Sig- 
ma Delta Chis at Des Moines with the aid of Frank McDonough (center), editor of Better Homes & Gardens. They 
are (from left) Gardner Soule, managing editor, Better Homes & Gardens; Reinald Coggeshall, head of the 


Drake journalism department: Cliff Millen, political writer, Des Moines Tribune, and J. E. Ratner, Better Homes 
& Gardens managing editor (the magazine has two). 
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SIGMA DELTA CHI GUIDES YOUNG WRITERS—Charles Card (bending over typewriter) carries out one of 
his chapter's many activities at South Dakota State College as he advises the “all-state” high school journalism 
staff at the annual press association convention held for the youngsters at Brookings. The all-state staff, from 
left, includes Mary Schumacher, Bonnie Goodall, Frances Rudloff, Sylvia Bacon, Ellen Reese, Jim Schirber, Lois 
Wilson, Pat Bride, Dorothy Moe, and Dee Schmidt. 


SoDak Chapter Guides 
Journalists ‘from Cradle’ 


By CHARLES L. CARD 
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recent national conventions 
South Dakota State has become 
familiar to the most blase profes 


sional Sigma Delta Chis as the small 
chapter with the big program. “SoDak’'s 
many activilies have won it the fra 
ternity’s national achievement award for 


two years running and made it a model 
for far larger undergraduate chapters. 

Charles L. Card. a member of the chap 
ter, tells of its program to guide pros 
pective journalists from the cradle. 
Chuck” is editor of the South Dakota 
Collegian, campus newspaper. and has 
spent his vacations working on his home 
town weekly, the Webster (S.D.) Reporter 
& Farmer, and the daily American News 
at Aberdeen. 
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ABOUT BEER 


g up for a bottle, can or gl 


ss of 
n echo on the cash registers 
many industries throughout the country 


More than 


by serving the beer industry 


100 industries benefit economically 


Take the farmer, for example. Brewers of the 
United States spent more than $300,000,000 in 
the purchase of grains and hops used in the pro- 
duction of beer and ale during 1948. This sum 
went to tarmers is well as processors ind 
middlemen 

Malt, made from a special type barley for 
which the brewers pay 

iid for feed barley 


nufacture of beer and ale 


i price far Ip excess of 

is the basic ingredient 
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i Is Was 


in the North Central States 


UNITED STATES 


BREW 


Beer and American Agriculture 


Wisconsin, Minnesota and the Dakotas. To 
this usually is added corn, grown chiefly in the 
famed corn belt, or rice, raised in Louisiana, 
‘Texas and Arkansas 

These malt 


characteristic preferred by American consum- 


idjuncts give beer that distinctive 


ers. And, of course. hops from California, Oregon, 
Washington and New York, for aroma, bouquet, 
tang and flavor. 

The United States ts one of the few countries 
that can be ertirely independent of the rest of 
the world for brewing ingredients. This situ- 
ition not only develops an added market for 
American agriculture. but insures a continuous 
supply ol high quality beer and ale America’s 
beverage of moderation. 
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GIRLS SWEEP CONTEST—When the Svracuse chapter sponsored an 
essay contest in connection with the Empire State School Press Associa- 
tion convention, its members came up with five winners, all girls. Harry 
A. Rosso, chapter president, hands the first place plaque to Patricia 


Gaffney of Johnson City, N. Y. At his right is Miss Alice Marble, quest 
speaker. 
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This is just a simple reminder: 


That the year is new and bright and full 
of promise. And, speaking of promises, 
what about that one you made to yourself 


to get the E & P habit this year? 


NOW IS THE TIME 


Remember the promise? We hope you're 
keeping it. . . reading E & P every 
week—reading it for interesting news 
about all the latest and important hap- 


penings in the newspaper business. 


Stay informed in your particular field— 
read E & P—the newspaper about news- 
papers—the oldest publishers’ and ad- 


vertisers’ paper in America. 


EDITOR & PUBLISHER 


The Oldest Publishers’ and Advertisers’ Journal in America 


TIMES BUILDING @ TIMES SQUARE @ NEW YORK, N. Y. 








